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1 
SHORT ACCOUNT, 
E. C. b 


M. AspDEN, the ſubject of theſe pages, * 
ſerves a place in the catalogue of Chriſtian wor- 
thies, as a man of undoubted fincerity in his reli- 
'gious profeſſion; of exemplary piety, ſtability, for- 
titude, and. uſefulneſs in life; and of the moſt un- 
ſhaken confidence and joyful triumph in the hour 
of death. He had, it is true, his weakneſſes as 11 
man, and what ſome might term faults; if not, 
he would have been exempted from. the com- 
mon frailties and ſufferings of human nature, To 
be. free from defects, is what does not belong to 
this tate of being. The beſt of Chriſtians are not 
fo perſect in this life, as to he free from ignorance, 
nor from miſtake in things uneſſential, Which, in- 
. deed, is almoſt an unavoidable conſequence. of 
it. The foul's dwelling in fleſk and blood, and 
thinking by the mediation of our bodily organs, 
which have ſuffered equally with the reſt of our 
frame, is one cauſe of this. And, conſequently, 
the beſt of men, while in theſe regions of mor- 
* have many infirmities, many deſects, either 
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4 
in converfation or behaviour, which are tranf- 
greſſions of the perſect law, and ſhew that the 
moſt perſect have continual need of the merits 
of Chriſt, even for their aQual tranſgreſſions, and 
may well ſay for. themſelyes, as well as their bre- 
thren, Torgive us our treſpaſſes. vet, where every 
word and action ſprings from love, ſuch miſtakes 
are not properly fins, for there is a conſcience void 

of Hence. However, they cannot bear the rigour | 
of God's juſtice, but need the atoning blood of 
Chriſt. And reſpecting our much valued Friend, 
to be as he was, is indeed ſubject of praiſe, ard 


worthy of diligent imitation. 


He was born January 21ſt, 1766, at Harwood, 


near Blackburn, of reſpeQable parents, members of 


the church of England.. Of his infant precocity 1 
Mall only obſerve, that he ſoon, exhibited promi- 
nent features of a genius ſor learning, ſpriglitlineſs 
of behaviour, and a tafte for fome diflinguiſhed 


rank in ſociety. He received his elaſſical educa- 
tion at Clitheroe, under the tuition of the Rev. 


Mr. Wilſon, author of an Archeological Dictionary. 
When his education was completed, his parenfs 
put him apprentice to the preſent Dr. St. Clare, 


of Prefton, who then refided in Blackburn; the 
medical proſeſſion being congenial to his own 
inclination and wiſhes. 


When the term of his apprenticeſhip was ex- 


pired, and he at liberty to act for himſelf, he went 
o London, where he ſtayed but a little While. 
From thence he went to Richmond in Surry, and 
Was with a Mr. Charlton, a perſon of emiyence 


| . * 
8 Wm 
", : ; 


E | 
"in the medical line; whoſe attachment to him, 
und opinion of his profeſſional abilities, were ſuch, 
that he made him conſiderable offers to continue 
with him. But, after he had been about twelve 
months with Mr. Charlton, there being a vacancy 
at Coln, his father wrote to him, and ſtrongly 
_ urged him to embrace it; and though, at that time, 
he preferred the ſituation where he was, and was 
pleaſed with his proſpeQs, yet, prompted by filial 
affection, and influenced by parental authority, he 
gave it up, and gratified his father's wiſhes. 
He went to Coln; where he ſoon formed good 
connections, was ſucceſsful in buſineſs, and much 
reſpected by a numerous acquaintance; but was an 
entire ſtranger, if not an enemy, to vital religion. 
Does not the following anecdote of him give a 
Proof of this? Ore 4 when called out to attend 
ment and a 8 lie beſide here on the bed, he 
threw them aſide, and aid, & You will never » 
better while you have Tas books about you!” 
| She, ſeeing his ignorance of God and antipathy 
againſt religion, and believing it very improper for 
gentlemen of the faculty | to deprive the afflicted of 
the means of religious improrement and conſola- 
tion, lifted up her heart to God in prayer for him, 
that he would give him to ſee himſelf, and the ab- 
ſolute neceſſity of applying to Jeſus Chriſt the in- 
fallible Phyſician of ſouls. She recovered of that 
_ diforder; but was afterwards ſeized with a con- 
ſumption, at the time he was under convid ion ſor 
f 60; and ſhe now told him of his former conduct, and 
FG A 3 of 
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4 
ef her prayers to God for him: they beeame very 
intimate; and ſhe died in peace. If moral inſtrue- 


tion and religious. preparation were to be ſuſ- 
pended for the operation of phyſical preſcription, 


the phy ſician would in, ſome caſes nullify the di- 


vine, and, while he attempted to ſave the 1. 
would eventually damn che ſoul. 


The Rev. Mr. Adamſon, anente of Coln, gave 
public lectures at the work-houſe about this time, 
where Mr. Aſpden often attended as a hearer, as 
well as at the church, and alſo occafionally at the 


Methodiſt chapel. And, by hearing Mr. Adamſon 


inſiſt much upon faith, and the Methodiſts recom- 
mend and urge good works, he was rather at a loſs 
how to reconcile them, not ſeeing their connection, 


or how the one is produced by the other. How- 


ever, he now began to examine if he had faith, 
which he bad underſtood to be nothing more than 
ſpeculation, or aſſenting to the truth of Chriſtianity, 


without experiencing its ſaving power. And when 
perplexed, and an opportunity offered, would ſome- 


times converle ſteely with the Methodiſts, and afk 


them queſtions : and by their anſwers, many of his 


doubts were reſolved, and he, at laſt, received 
much ſatisfaQion refpeQing evangelical truth. _ 
In the beginning of Auguſt, 1788, he entered 


the connubial ſtate with Miſs Edmondſon, of Bar- 


noldſwick, in Craven, a perſon of very reſpecla- 


ble parentage, ſor which union he always expreſſed 


the warmeſt gratitude. And as they were both of 
them volatile and gay, and their connections gen- 


teel, they indulged themſelves awhile in the faſhion» 


able 


N. 
able circles of ſociety. Nature, indeed, had given 
him a mind “ ſuperior to the vulgar herd.” This 
he was conſcious of; and, before his converſion to 
God, he did not fail to manifeſt it to the world. 
About ſix weeks after their union, they mutually 
agreed to hear the Methodiſts. They went to the 
chapel, and heard Mr. Atmore, and were much 
pleaſed with the ſermon. A ſhort time after, Mr. 
Atmore, being afflicted, called in the aſſiſtance of 
Mr. Aſpden, which opened a way for religious 
converſation between them; and which was ſoon 
after: renewed, on his being called in to attend. 
Mrs. Atmore. The Methodiſts ſeeing him more 
ſerious than uſual, and frequently attend the cha- 
pel, ſome of the ſociety took the liberty to ſpeak 
freely to him on the great importance of religion; 
and their ſalutary converſation, and virtuous beha- 
viour, had a good effect on his mind. How well it 
is, when perſons profeſſing godlineſs diſſeminate 
religious knowledge, and enforce their inſtruct ions 
with moral examples. Then faith and practice 
ſweetly combine, and a true picture of the Chriſtian 
religion is held up to the view of mankind, which 
_ often! 6perates as an antidote, to expel the pou 
of ſin from the human ſoul. 

He was now much humbled under a ſenſe of his 
unworthineſa, frequently wept under preaching, 
and reſolved to live to God's glory. But, alas! 
to will was reſent with hem, But how to ger form that 
hich is good, he found not. For the good that le 
zwould, Ie did not: but the evil which he would nal, that . 
he did. © "His" reſolutions made in liis own firength, 
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were only as the ſpider's web, or as the early dew; 
and in the courſe of a few days, he, in general, 
found himſelf as bad as ever, and would exclaim, in 
the bitterneſs of his foul, O! wretched man that I 
am, who Hall deliver me from the body of this death ? 
How it was that he ſhould feel ſuch evil propenſi- 
ties in his heart, when he had comparatively no- 
thing from without to provoke them, was what he 
did not underſtand. He had not conſidered the 
origin of evil, and the natural depravity of man. 
The unrenewed heart is deceitful above all things, and 
dęſſerately wicked, And who is ſufficient to ſtem the 
torrent of nature? What can give a man victory 
over himſelf, or turn the whole bias of his ſoul from 
fin, to holineſs and God? What is reafon againſt 
paſſion! What is fleſh and blood under temptation ! 
What is nature, without the help of grace! Car the 
Ethiopian thange his ftin, or ile leopard his tote then 
may he alſo do good that was accuftomed is de evil. Alas! 
our moral powers are debilitated by tranſgreſſion, 
and we cannot ſtand againſt fin, unleſs aſſiſted by 
power from an high. No one can bring a clean 
thing ont of an unclean, but God himſelf. Our Sa- 
viour ſaith, My grace is ſufficient for es 9 1 chop 
Bleed cleanſeth us from all fn. © * 
An affliction he was viſited with, was, Adder 
God, of ſingular uſe to him. Mr. Atmore wrote 
him a letter from Newcaftle, dated Oct. 10th, 1789, 
a part of which I ſhall take the liberty to inſert. 
It afforded me,” ſays he, © peculiar pleaſure to 
hear, by my good friend Mr. Sagar, that the Lord 
has graciouſly reſtored you to your former health, 
3 2 | and 
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9 
and that you are again enabled to follow the exam · 
| ple of the_bleſſed Jeſus, going up and down doing 
good to the bodies of the children of men. I know 
you will believe me, when I tell you, that I moſt 
tenderly felt for you, and dear Mrs. Aſpden, when 
I heard of your dangerous indiſpoſition. My dear 
Betſy and I, would have been happy to have viſited 
you in your afflition, and to have returned a little 
of that ſympathetic attention you fo largely beſtow- | 
ed upon us when in like circumſtances, but ſuch a 
favour was denied us. However, we often thought 
of you, ſpoke of you, and-reinembered you to Him 
who is the helper of the helpleſs, and the healer of 
the diſeaſes of the people. Bleſſed be God, he 
heareth prayer, and therefore to him ſhould all fleſh 
come. My dear fir, I hope your late indiſpoſition 
has been ſanQified. to the good of your precious 
ſoul. Affliction ſpringeth not out of the-ground, 
nor does trouble ariſe from the duſt it is ſent by 
the hand of a ſkilful Phy ſician, to cure greater evils, 
The Lord is righteous in all his ways, and holy in 
all his works. He does not willingly aff his 
creatures, nor has be the leaſt pleaſure in putting 
them to pain, He does it for, our profit, that we 
may be partakers of his holineſs ; conſult Heb. xii. 
5-1. No as the Lord intends our good by theſe 
things, we. ſhould be careful to learn from them 
what he intends by them. Let me then buwbly i in- i 
treat you, to ſolicit at His throne of grace, that all 1 
the bleſſings purchaſed by blood divine, and pro- 1 
miſed by the lip of truth, may be your portion. 1 
Lam een. that you and dear Mrs, Aſpden, bee h 
| | ſara 
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were only as the ſpider's web, or as the early dew; 
and in the courſe of a few days, he, in general, 
found himſelf as bad as ever, and would exclaim, in 
the bitterneſs of his foul, O! wretched man that I 
am, who Hall deliver me from the body of this death ? 
How it was that he ſhould feel ſuch evil propenſi- 
ties in his heart, when he had comparatively no- 
thing from without to provoke them, was what he 
did not underſtand. He had not conſidered the 
origin of evil, and- the natural depravity of man. 
The unrenewed heart is deceitful above all things, and 
deſperately wicked, And who is ſufficient to ſtem the 
torrent of nature? What can give a man victory 
over himſelf, or turn the whole bias of his ſoul from 
fin, to holineſs and God? What is reaſun againſt 
paſſion! What is fleſh and blood under temptation ! 
What is nature, without the help of grace! Can the 
Ethiopian thange his tin, or the leopard his ffiots ® then 
may he alſo do good that was accuſtomed io do evil. Alas! 
our moral powers are debilitated by tranſgreſſion, 
and we cannot ſtand againſt fin, unleſs aſſiſted by 
power from an high. No one can bring à clean 
thing ont of an unclean, but God himſelf. Our Sa- 
viour ſaith, My grace is ſufficient for thee ; 1 his 
Blood cleanſeth us from all fin. 
An affliction he was vifited with, was, under 
God, of ſingular uſe to him. Mr. Atmore wrote 
him a letter from Newcaftle, dated Oct. roth, 1789, 
a part of which I ſhall take the liberty to inſert; 
« It afforded me,” ſays he, © peculiar pleaſure to 
hear, by my good friend Mr, Sagar, that the Lord 
has graciouſly reſtored you to your former health, 
| and 
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and that you are again enabled to follow the exam- 
1 ple of the bleſſed Jeſus, going up and down doing 
good to the bodies of the children of men. I know 
you will believe me, when I tell you, that I moſt 
tenderly felt for you, and dear Mrs. Aſpden, when 
I heard of your dangerous indiſpoſition. My dear 
Betſy and I, would have been happy to have viſited 
you in your afflition, and to have returned a little 
of that ſympathetic attention you fo largely beſtow- 
ed upon us when in like circumſtances, but ſuch a 
ſavour was denied us. However, we often thought 
of you, ſpoke of you, and remembered you to Him 
who is the helper of the helpleſs, and the healer of 
the diſeaſes of the people. Bleſſed be God, he 
heareth prayer, and therefore to him ſhould all fleſh 
come. My dear fir, I hope your late indiſpoſition 
has been ſandified to the good of your precious 
ſoul. AMiQion ſpringeth not out of the ground, 
nor does trouble ariſe from the duſt ; it is ſent by 
the hand of a ſkilful Phyſician, to cure greater evils. 
The Lord is righteous in all his ways, and holy in 
all his works. He does not willingly afflict his 
creatures, nor has he the leaſt pleaſure in putting 
them to pain. He does it for. our profit, that we 
may be partakers of his holineſs ; conſult Heb, xii. 
5--11, Nowas the Lord intends our good by theſe 
things, we. ſhould be careful to learn from them 
what he intends by them. Let me then humbly in- 
treat you, to ſolicit at His throne of grace, that all 
the bleſſings purchaſed by blood divine, and pro- 
miſed by the lip of truth, may be your portion. 
I am conſcious that you and dear Mrs, Aſpden, be- 

fora 


* 
— 


= Yy » — — — 
— =_ — n * — 2 - — — 
Je, 4 67 <- 
_ . — — — * 


* 
— 22 1 - 

"x n . 2 

— — 
1 % 1 
mo — — 4 
_ — a - 

— — 1 


l 
} 
| 
\ 


10 


Fore I left Coln, did feel an eager breathing deſire 


of ſoul after the enjoyment of God. This, my dear 
fir, is the one thing needful ; this, and this only, can 


make the ſoul of man happy. This will ſupport the 


ſoul under the variegated. trials of life, in the ago- 
nies of diſſolution, and will fit it for the everlaſting 
fruition of God. The man that poſſeſſes this is happy: 
He that is devoid of ig, whatever he has beſides, 


#5, and mut be miſerable. Therefore, purſue this 


with all your heart. Strive to enter in at the frait 
gate: Remember, many hall ſeek to enter in, and Hall 
not be able. Luke xiii. 24. Heaven is worth fighting 


'for. The joys. of paradiſe are worth ſuffering for. 


O! that Moſes's choice may be yours, even to ſuffer 
affliction with the people of God, rather! than to 
<pyoy the pleaſures of ſin ſor a feaſon. Read Heb. 
. 24. 25. I have ſpoken to you in the fullnefs af 
my foul. I hope my dear friend will bear my plain- 
8 and impute it to ite proper cauſe ( c dlſiu- 
terefled læve. 55 
He was at limes ee aſſaulted by the powers 
of darkneſs. That evil ſpirits invade our world, 
and entice men to fin, is aſſerted in the word of 
God. The devil, as a woas ing lion, walketh about, 
ſeeking whom he may devour. Sometimes he thought 
himſelf in a worſe ſtate than he was before he heard 
the Methodiſts ; and the power of, temptation , was 
fo ſtrong, that he was often upon the point of reſolv- 
ing to hear them no more. However, his ſerious 


impreſſions, the ſeaſonable converſation of his reli · 


gious acquaintance, and the firm perſuaſion he had 
that the Nn tenets held by the Methodills are 
"IN - _ agreeable 


| il 
agtecable to the tenor of divine revelation, were 
powerful incentives, and ſtimulated him to hold on 
his way. The devil exerciſes a uſurped govern- 
ment in the world. All the fallen angels are con“ 
ſederate with him. They are called, The rulers of 
the darkneſs of this world; that is, they rule over that 
part of mankind that are in a ſtate of fin and igno- 
rance. They are very numerous, ſpiritual, and ſo 
inviſible, admirably ſtrong, deſperately wicked, and 

wonderfully fubtle : and ſpiritual privileges and 

| Gleflings on earth, and the glory and happineſs of 
heaven, are what they exert all their united force 
to keep us from, or ſpoil us of. Wehave need to 
Nut on the whole armour of God, that we may be able ro 
fand againſt the wiles of the devil. There are ſeveral 
pieces of this ſpiritual armour, the armour of light— 
the girdle—the breaft- /late—the Hor the Riel. 
the Jelmet—and the word; that is, ſincerity, righte- 
ouſneſa, patience or reſolution, faith, hope, and 
he word of God. In this enumeration,” there 11 
no Piece of armour mentioned for the back, The 
reaſon is evident; for thoſe that are good foldiers 
of Jefus Chriſt, muſt ſet their faces as braſs, and 
never turn their backs in fight : to turn their backs 
on their enemies, would be the way to expoſe them+ 
Telves to their fury, without any defence. 
As the preaching and converſation of the Me- 
chodiſts had been of fingular uſe to him, he ft 
length | defired, and believed it his duty, to 
'calt in his lot among them. And theugh he "was 
tempted to think, that if he did, he would loſe n 
Wee * of his buſineſs, yet he virtually 
. renounced 


12 


renounce] the riches of the world, and fincercly 
embraced his duty and his God. And, accordingly, 
at the quarterly. viſitation, in September, 1790, he 
was admitted by Mr. Bramwell ; and, aſterwards 
- found that his. fears, reſpeRing his buſineſs, were 
groundleſs. The fear of man, the love of praiſe, 
and an inordinate attachment to ſecular. honours, 
and advantages, prevent many perſons. ben 
religion, and enjoying its beneſits. | 
According to he Rules. of the Methodiſt, So 
Cieties, there is one only condition Previouſly 
required of thoſe Who deſire admiſſion, name» 
ly, à defire to flee from the wrath, 10 come, to be 
Saved from their fins; but wherever this is, reall x 
fixed in the ſoul, it will be ſhewn by its ſruits. Mr. 
Aſpden entered in at this door; he bad A perfect. 
hatred to ſin, and a ſincere deſire to enjoy God; 
and gave the moſt indubitaple proofs , of this in his 
Whole deportment. True religion i is of an afimi- 
lating, and of a cementing nature: in all ages it 
has influenced its ſincere votaries to come out from 
among the ungodly, and to unite with each other 
as members of the ſame family. In the days of 
Malachi, when iniquity greatly abounded, they that 
feared the Lord ſhake often one to another, which ſi ſuppoſes 
their knowledge of each other, and their meeting 
together. We may conjecture, that they ſpake 
to each other of the exiſtence, nature, and per- 
fections, of, God— the wiſdom, holineſs, righteouſ- 
neſa, and myſterious works of his providence—the 
origin, nature, progreſs, and confummation of re- 
Fame . by the ee „ ow 
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13 
them by the prophets—the growing prophaneneſs 11 
and immorality of the times the temptations they ih! 
were expoſed unto—the mercy of God to them - 
ſelves, in preſerving them from the common in- N ö 
ſection the means neceſſaty to their ſuture ſafety 
' —and their brightening proſpects and ſure hope of | 
permanent and unmoleſted happineſs beyond the 
grave. And one of the leading features in the | 


Chriſtian religion is reciprocal love. Real Chril- 

tians are united to Clwiſt by faith, and to each 
other by love—they are children of he ſame hea- 

venly Parent members of the ſame family—heirs | 

of the ſame inheritance—are going the ſame road, | 

gader the ſame guide to glory. | 
He was now deeply convinced of ſin. The Spirit | F 
of God is the agent in this work. When he is come, | 
ſays our Lord, ke vill refrove the old of fin, that is, 
he will convince the unbelieving world, by uncon- 
trolable argument, or undeniable evidence, ſo as 0 
to make ſinners acknowledge their guilt, and their 
obligations to puniſhment. The Spirit does this, by 4 
reflecting a clear light upon the moral law, and by 
opening the ſinner's eyes lo ſee its holineſs, juſtneſs, 
goodneſs, Ipinitaality, and extent, and his own 
multiplied and aggravated tranſgreſſions of it; and 
ſo gives him the knowledge of fin, and ſhews him 
that he is obnoxious to the wrath of God. For by 
the law, ſays the Apoſtle, is re knowledge of fn; and 

it is faid to work wrath, and to be the minifration of 

death, and to lil, in the ſame ſenſe as the judge's DD, 

ſentence of condemnation. And the Spirit alfs 
| convinces of Gn by awakening the conſcience, __ | 


| : | 
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and. enabling it to perfornttits e office Tlienit 
brings to light ſins that were ſorgotten, or Hid be: 
ore, and ſhews' thofe fins that were known before 
in a clearer.light. This dhe Spirit doth; ar genral, 
by.the miniſtry of the Word, | 100 dp ade 
Ibis conviction of fing/and condemnation bythe 
law, gave him to ſee that he had no Fighteoufnefs of 
merit of his.own: here atlboaſting wüs excluded 
Man cannot merit a ny. good t#the hands bf God. 
Meritotiqus works myſt bei60dj/ petfeR; Andree 
tom all de ſects q. ſome N/Mj or otherreuouu¹ν ti the 
bene ht and advantage ofthe perſon for whom they 
are clone he no way the duty of him that det 
hem z · be his own act, independent of any othe 
agent; for works cannot be deemect metforions, 
that are done by. the help of another; more elpe. 
ciatly by his help from whom the reu dr ib &&peA- 
ed.--And the dochtine of merit iniphesv ar e ty 
between the ſervice andithe reward, and requires 
that the wages be proportionable tothe work: This 
cannot be applicable to man. ti gi 
A view of theſe things made the goſpel pecu- 
liarly ſuitable, e ſeaſonable, and gcoepthble to him. 
He ſaw its great” utility; ſtesdfaſty “ believed -dts 
reports undelt un ardent; m if Adr cin ts 
benefits The: tidings of am all-ſufhe iet iert ix tl. 
ling Saviour, were to lum us Mfulling ſhower (o 
pasched land. Chrilt hatb redeumed as ufrom he 
_— the law, being made a cufHfHe for ud The 
brerit fe bis Obellience, andeffiency of his ſuffer- 
ings, wriſe form thewighty ob higpeefoit; by being 
butl.Ged and man- His zightedufn eſs is as ſub- 
1 je vely 
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Jefiyely, infinite, as our fins were obzefvely ſo. 
And as he, enen Chriſt as baing the appointed 
Saviouf of, manz ind, and believed be could 
fave. him from. all, his ſins, and make him holy 
and \ bappy 3, lo he embraced. all the means of 
grace. With avidily, and, in the uſe, of them, his 
whole ſoul, Was Full of earneſt enquiry after falva- 


tion. Lord, 1 believe; e za « hel 24. thou my unblief; . was the 
ase language of his ſoul | 


44% 1h 
10 about fx, weeks. after, be had loiuechabe g= 
ciety, being called out into the country.to atiend.a 
perſon in labour, whoſe caſe, he ſound extremely 
dangerous, he was mugh alleged. ancl in this ex- 
tremity had recourle, lo prayer. He left, the hogſe, 
and fegingia tree neary went to it, and prayed 4q 
| God yery devguily. that he would. relievg, the wo; 
man, and have mary upon his own ſoul. He then 
returned to che hopſe,. and upon enquiry, finding 
her, do eller, retiredaſecond time to the ſame pl ace 
nd pray ed ag belofe. He tngn returned agaia, and 
dd muc. h the. ſame; but being Se to 
5 DEED fuit, and feeling a perſuakon. that, God | 
would. y t be entre: ated, he went a thizd lime, and 
255 5 bi whole ſoul i 19 pray er to GudHpben, 
happy Wh that ho a the 
Hh. Lav N m. card | his crig „ nd, zraciouſly 
man effec ed Tags (elf upto kim, 4 y the. | faith awhich 
1 of "He's 041 1 5 of God he 1 the Saviour roof | 
men n ied 5. im for refuge from, the- Nopry, ol. im- 


noir Ain, 
1 ning. isch d Jelied upon, ie all- ſufficient 
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alofiement, or 4s eliverance "from. fin and miſery, 
Lille: to the avour of God, and eternal 95 * and 
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eacy. This was a ſeaſon never to be forgotien : 
Juſtice, in Fefus'Chriſt, lingered' into love; divine 
peace was adminiſtered to ltis confcience; and the 
love of God was ſhed abroad in his heart. The bright 
beams of the ſun of righteouſneſs, now riſen upon 
him, ſcattered the fliades'of thickeſt darkneſs, and 
poured glory and happineſs all over his ſoul. The 
ſprings of ſorrow and pain were dried ap, and the 
fountains of eternal life and bleſfedneſs were open- 
ed, and his thirſty foul regaled. He now, fall of 
Joy and peace, returned to the houſe, and, to his 
great ſurprize, found the woman much better, and 
ſoon aſter ſhe was ſafely delivered. | 

He was now. acce/ted in the Beloved ; in "EF he 
had redemption through his blood, the forgiveneſs of ons, 
according te the riches of his grace, His experi ience 
was clear, rational, and feriptaral, fuch as the Apo: 
tles preached} and the primitive Chriſtians enjoyed. 
He did not reſt upon the ſurface, nor content him- 
felf with a ſuperficial knowledge of things, but 
digged deep, and laid the ſoundation on the Rock. 
He did not, like many, reft in hearſay evidence, but 
handled, taſted, and proved, the things of God for 
himſelf, Thus ſhoyld every one do, and thus 
u every one do, or he will be found at laſt 
only to have built on the ſand. The firſt reſor- 
mers, Luther, Calvin, Beza, Zanchy, &c. defcribed 
aich in Chriſt, to be a plerophary or full affurance 
of God's love: The right and true Chriſtion 
faith is, according to the eburch of England, in 
the homily on * The Salvation of Man,“ not only 


to enn that holy ſeripture and the articles of our | 
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faith are, true, hui alſoito have x ſure traſt andi oon- 
ſigence, loi he ſa ved from ee Hſting dam natiom hy 
Obi, Hris gr uſtu and gν¹,ꝭẽe whiojva 
mandhath in Sd haf. byrthey merits of Chr iſt / is 
us ate fargiven,, javd he; regoniciled; 401 the Sayour 
0 God, rhef deb ſollow at loving heart gu 
| obey his commandmentsy?; Aten bur big adn 
niHewpeyer nloſt a, grutlaſul ſenſe ef the metey of 
Gods id config this: dalvation'upou/thinu”,. Tha 
lelies lich he we d MA dan Battinfong'f 
Cob, lll le baſoro ils d anh. he ſa gs, I how, te. 
member; with gratitude more than fu itthe) her- 
cies which: God:beſtowed. on me and my dear 
Mile, ben at Coln; and fear-not; but uf hall 
beginnings there willlend in glory L Wilk praiſes 
_ kinamhile he endsme breath.“ And adds * Por- 
get not to remember ume to all my dear OHHHi- 
ſtis nds, and bretfiren;j at Coln mf Wen getz a8 
heaven I ſhall praiſe God for ſending me thit her!“ 
Having me, ervi ven dint Fours! the Lore, the 
_ walketlyp bigubpudity Hh fawithe propridty n 
beauty ofthis, charactertbe afloniliingagreatnels 
qf js updertakingvrhig amazing, copdeſecnſioh ia 
alymingi our nature his boradleſs,eqmpa I?—G 
the pwn pace his xidoriops conflicts with the 
pensfsgß dawknefrathe ,unparpleſed, magnitude | 
anch inne efkcagy his viearious, ſoſforingst and 
lis l- NEN x. ta ſave ME eveny the utiomlia 
Ach Ha dich gt only. def theſe things, bt l Let 
his interest in thema and with beligying Fhomps 
Wend ue nend 6694p: dr nf ble waontalightsd, 
8 waage . his 
. 2 . f 25 
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would Fre the Chariots bf Amintdabz- was active 
anf (Wife in badience! Eis conſolatlens in the 
wa or ditty wetefometimes too grent for 'expreſe 
fion, and his j6yfa cbüntenahes and Meaning ee 
became the lutetpreters of his is happineſs, ud ut · 
tered priiſe ts God where language failed. 

The world, with all its empty pageuntry, and 
ſaeinating charms, was under his ſeet; he was no 
longer emdlous of its panegyrie, riches, or gran- 
deur, nor of the pleaſures of the fenfaal epieure. 
By grace, he eſcaped the pollution that is in the 
wotla, through laſt ; and roſe into more rational 
oxiſterice, contemplation, enjoyment; and purſuit, 
And as a mam of reflection and feeling, who has 
himſelf eſcaped ſrom the danger and puniſhment: 
that others are expoſed” unto; ſincerely commiſe - 


rates their condition, and wiſhes their deliverance z; 


ſo he faw ite wretched ftate of the unconverted 
world, Iyi ing in wickedneſs, or in the wicked- one, 
and earneſtly defired, and'devoutly-prityed for, theit 
converfion from Satan to God, from fin to holineſs; 
from ſelf lo Gil... 2d, ruddartf, nd 
Ibis laing knowledge and ——— 

prepared! and affifted him to pafs through the trials 
of life, in x manner he cbuld not have done with- 
out i its ſupport. Man that is Born U Patoman is g 


zuttoduction of moral s nd" phyfical"evit- into the 
world, human life is one diveri{ffed fc&r& of lab 
rious toil, diſappointed hope en diffftkfied Enfoytitenty 
and, ung exfain/poſfeſlion. W Without Ane af of di- 


vice: eve lation, and the” Tobias: of Alnighty 


. grace, 
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graces darkneſs and. uncertainty, would attend our 
paths, and the ilis of life ruſh in upon us in all 
their complicated horrors, and, ſap. the foundation 
of humane bliſs. But bleſſed with theſe, we learn 
the origin olf evil, mark its alarming progteſs, and 
find out i period our afflictions, which are but 
for a moment; are converted into means of diſoi- 
pline and improyement ſor eternity; and we are 
fortiſied with patient faith to endure the calamities 
of- life, till the. florm ba over, and we reach the 
defired haven. 1t6i1oÞ!; 

I have en han our monks F nend 
was peculiarly happy in his connections at Coln, 
and attached to the fituation, on account of the 
many bleſſings he received and enjoyed there; yet, 
after a reſidence of about ſeven years, bodily, indiſ- 
hoſ tion cauſed a local ſeparation between him and 
His religious friends, and a numerous and reſpecia· 
ble acquaintance. He removed to Blackburn in 
April, 1 een ir eh by thofe he left 
behind nn go; . | 

At Blackburn he was Pani | refpeded.” As 
member of diſtinction in civil fociety, his 8 
ſcenſion and famitiarity were notorious, and gained 
hits: much eſleem. There was a dignity in him, 
which, to a diſtant obſerver, probably had the ap- 
pearance of teferve, ) yet, to thoſe who ſtood near, 
and knew him Well, he ever n manifeſted the huml · 
lity, l frankneßs, and. gmplieiiy of a little child. 
However, elevated wen are in public ſtalions, tley 
ought not to loſe fight of themſelves, or of the ties 


nn for how py muſt all worldly 
 diſtinRions, 
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 dviſtinRions, however, neceſſary now Ahe, ll 
| | being. off gciety,..be taken away,by deatb,,and;all 
N fleſ,be.equaljn tbe duſt, There.th þ e,ngble;apg the 
ignoble, th e learned. apd. che illiterate, thg genqug⸗ 
ror and the ave, the rich and the pg dhe maſter 
and the ſervant, all plend together, ,and;ſhall riſe 
(9 ignominy or glory in, eternity, according la he 
deeds, done in the body intime. aun $7) o ewt 100. 
; He way cloſely united in, Affection 40,the; Me- 
thodiſts at Blackhurn., Our Lordifaid, in the days 
of his fleſh, I hofoever hall do the will of, Gogz.,t Same. 
i 4 brother, and [ ny Aber, and mothe 80 he; cogld 
ays,"\ * ich, the beloved. A poſtle, WAY know, Mot we 
ary tale { fron Jan, death nf Y/ Ufes, Bagel ae, rye «ie Gres 
ves... His attachment, was not excite: are | 
ed by the BOWer, opplenge, o lplendi id, a ilities, of | 
Work put Was, the g genuine effect of. loy 8419 Aae 
187 was 00 © ſtrongeſt. where } he thought, 4 be pi 
(he's great depyhic 0 qunafſeaed ben 2 45 ety 5408 | 
feels of 3 were Pagr « or, ric El ee i 
abo: Fd, neither 1 tongue, | but in Lee and. in truth 4 
profeſſions, of, it, ould. best the AER, iel 


He rt laved God, and thay, N 5 1 ne 
Fa y one that 3 him that Lever, tone Me : Feen 
rs, Bey widen of lam. A man! mu k 6rſt lo lo e > God b efors, 
he can truly lore | his pe ople ;, they, and tor © fall ee 
Ng 1620 Lor te the 19 99 5 is an 120 of Mo VS 
Bot, gd while ths, cauſe ee 
itt 5550 erz bete 5 90055 HK 85 egg th % 
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to hear of God, and Chriſt, and judgment, and hea- 
ven and hell; and to expreſs, in àcts of devotion, 
gratitade, love, and reverence to God, our creator, 
benefaQor, preſerver, redeemer, law-girer, and 
judge. The goſpel had entered, ' through his un- 
derſtanding, judgment, will and affeQions, into his 
heart, and diſplayed its glories there; and the mi- 
niſters of the goſpel had been mfrtibendl in point- 
ing him to Chriſt for ſalvation. At the firſt of his 
hearing the Methodiſts, he was moſt pleaſed with 
thoſe preachers whoſe manners were moſt genteel, 
and who appeared to have moſt of a ripened genius 
and claſſic taſte; but now he was more engaged 
with the importance of their meſſage, Of all the true 
miniſters of Jeſus Chriſt he could ſay, Hoo beautiful 
are the feet of them that fireach the goſpel of freace, and 
| bring glad tidings of good things! He manifeſted a 
pious regard to the word of life, and the faithful 


diſpenſers of it, by a conſtant and ſerious attend- 


ance on public worſhip. When the urgent duties 
of his profeſſion did not abſolutely forbid his aſſem- 
bling with God's people, he was ſure to be chere. 
And ever was it his firſt and laſt concern, to get his 
heart duly aſſected, as well as his judgment: pro- 


| perly informed. In a word, he always ſeemed to 


join in the devotion of finginig. praying, and hearing 
the word, like a man who knew his bufinefs in the 
houſe of God, and who was fully intent on ſecuring 
his preſent and ſuture intereſts, _ Healmoſt always 
evidenced a wakeful, lively, and cheerful, attention, 
while hearing the word of God; and, on ſome occa+ 
5 fions, the bleſſed ellefts it had on his heart were dif- 
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coverable in his countenance. To him it vas always 
matter of, aſtoniſhment how Chriſtians, cquld fall 
aſleep i in the preſence of God and his holy angels, 
yea, and while;in the very act of ine eh 
a ſight, he was not a little pained. re 

Entire holineſs of heart, a ele and full ſalva; 
tion, was his moſt delightful theme. He viewed.it 
in a ſcriptural light; not as exempling its polleſ. 
ſors from temptations, irials, and afflictions, in this 


world. ; nor precluding the neceſſity or poſſibility of 


encreaſing in grace while in it; but ſimply, as 
implying A. thorqugh change of our nature, and 
loving God with all our heart, effected by the 
operslions of the holy Spirit, and received by faith 
in our Lord. Jeſus. And only thole-who were well 
acquainted, with him, and who.joined with him in 
ſolemn worſnip, c can ſay, how often. bis ſaul was 
tawn ont, in the exerciſe of Prayer, into an agon 
of defir Ire, for the full ac compliſhment, of all the 922 
and precious promiſes of the goſpel. When at his 


| band. :meeting,, about five years ago, he entered. into 


that glorjons liberty, and enjoyed it ſer eral mbnihs ; f 
but then, 'by defendiug what. he believed a Ti ght 
cauſs, rather too warmly, he loſt bis hold of” it, 
yet ere his reliſh Or, it. And at what \particylar 
tine he regained it, I cannot. ſay, only, | he enjoy red 
ol foveral months beſbre his death. e ee 
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tato the glory and fpraje of Gd Wim is Jie 
her children. And as he loved the goſpel himſelf, ſo 
he wiſhed all its profeſſors to walk worthy of their 
high vocation, He 'conſidered this as the greateſt 
proof, and moſt powerful recommendation of true 
religion. And if he ſaw; or heard, of any thing, 1 in 
any religious ptofeſſor. contraty to this, he was muc 
grieved, and his zeal for God and hatred to ſin, 
led him ſometimes into what ſome might call ſeve- 
rity towards thoſe, who, through un watchſulneſs or 
temptation had been overcome of eyil. Pride, the 
firſt-born of the devil, he could not endure... He 
viewed it as being oppoſite 10 the diſpoſit tion "and 
injunction of our bleſfed Saviour. "Such are the 
blefſed effects of real religion, that! in i this felpect 1s 
was a net creature. And when he ſaw it in any one; 
he would, either” AireAly, or indireaty,' have hk 
Ricke at it, and endeavour t6 bring it down, and, 
if poMMible, cut it up by the roots: It has a ban ful 
inftuehiee': Only by 72775 e contention; aid with 
ys and. Ar iſe 1 lere is conf fron GP 6 2 PREY 
Ko . It often inttduees* (hilt "Bt cee. 

; ciety ac, O hat- borrid- thing is ſchifm Hr 
| has, I believe,” lays Dr. Coke, „ injured the work 
ur bd iw the diffelent ages oF ih world! ore 
man aH the büt ward vices of mankind. ft fries 
put little ö the Tndfvidaals themſelves, whether thicy 
be grofs E rl paited Gpatbirel: Blt'the 
Tpifitolrſohiftirenters within the vat, mips inthe 
bac lthe fair bluffoms of grade; cents up the vtals 


9 . the wüde ſpirit bf *n Mp jr 
SL VR 18 e N l A J W und 


— a „ — — —ʒ—— — — — 2 


1 

| 
1 
1 
3% 
| 
1 
i} 
[7 


| 24 
and ſubſtitutes the * of party for the life of 
God. ” 
He was 1 diffdent in ſpeaking of himſelf, 
and extremely careful not to overſhoot the mark ; 
he would be under, and not over, when ſpeaking 
of his religious experience. He believed, and 
therefore ſpake; and when the fire of devotion 
burned within kim, would ſpeak of what he ſelt. 
He would not live without the fervour of piety; ; vo 
thing leſs could ſatisfy him. However much unbe- 
lievers, formal proſcſlors, or mere outward-court 
worſhippers, may ſpeak againſt frames and feelings 
in religion, as unneceſſary or enthuſiaſtic, the ſcrip- 
tures ſpeak expreſsly and pointedly for them. St. 
Paul ſays, And this I fray, that your love may abound 
yet mere and more in kuowledge, and in all Judgment, or 
* rather, in all inward experimental enſe of God in 
| | your own ſouls. And, ſurely, there is no abſurdity 
| in a perſon feeling, in his heart, the love of God as 
L the grand commanding principle of his life, or ſeel- 
| | ing the flame of love to God in the uſe of religious 
1 means! The ling dom of God is not in word only, but in 
 frower zuin e geace, and joy in the th 
Chef. 
3 In ſentiment, he was frialy what i is called Me- 
thodiſtical, He believed in the doctrine of original 
fin, and the univerſal depravity of mankind; and 
alſo, with David, St. Paul, and the reſt of the Apoſ- 
| tles, that God is loving to every man. that Chrift 
gave himſelf a ranſom for all-—that he 'willeth all men 
to be ſaved, and to come to the knowledge of the ruth— | 
. that We are at ified freely by his grace, through the re- 
| { demption 
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demptionthat in in Cinis Jarre andi ſanctiſ ed by the 
Holy Ghoſt, powerfully working and abiding, .in 
our hearts. And his conformity and cordial attach- 
ment to the various branches of. diſcipline exerciſed 
among the Methodiſts, was no leſs obſervable. He 
viewed tham as neceſſary, and w well calculated, to 
guard and promote the. intereſts of religion in gene- 
ral, and the welfare « of individuals in particular. 
Kiving and dyi ing witnelfes abundantly prove,, that 
to walk in the narrow path, of diſcipline is ſafe, and 


attended with happy effects; while others, who 


have grown lax, or have broken over the hedge, 
are awful. examples of decaying piety, or open 


profanenefs. May we, in this our day, fully under- 


ne 


ſtand our privileges, and the things belonging ts 
our preſent peace and future happineſs. 


As a C laß. leader, he greatly excel led; he was 
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ver, 5 eful, And much, beloved. He knew "Us 


| 100 aal Kale of his little flock—had great love to 
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elr Fbullcwatehe over Uherr with a f. hep 


care wat lively, faithful, and tender in the di 


charg e of his duty an urged them fo free toward | 
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Ie mark For the prize.” As a Circuit- fleward, he w as 


wot! qualffied'; Was dexterous i in managing the tem · 


poral affairs, of 2 hurch, and greptly reſp pet Qed 
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heart; but proceeded. from an \enlightened, ex. 
panded, and renewed mind, and was the pure 
flame of holy, humble, fervent love. This moved 
him to diligence, and infpired him with fortitude in 
the cauſe of God. He nat only attended to the 
duties of religion in his own family, but he had 
public prayer-meetings in his houſe, and was glad 
when it was crowded with attentive and ſerious 
25 He was inſtrumental in bringing ſome of 
is relatives into the way of ſalvation; particularly 
| his aged mother, who had lived a moral life, and, 
like the phariſee, truſted in herſelf that ſhe was 
Tighteous by the merit of her own works. Yet, 
through the bleſſing of God, on his faithful and 
pointed inſtructions and earneſt prayers, ſhe was 
made ſenfible of her need of mercy in Jefus Chrift; 
and ſhe ſought it with all her heart, and found it in 
his preſence. © And, when called out in the line of 
his profeſſion, his conduct was almoſtunexampled. 
It was cuſtomary with him, not only to preſcribe 
and adminiſter relief to the bodies of his patients, 
but alſo to endeavour to be: uſeful to their fouls ; 
particularly when employed on the midwifery buſi- - 
neſs, it was uſual with him, either before or aſter 
| delivery, and frequently both, to bend his knees, 
3 with all the company przſent,- to the Father of 
| mercies, for his bleſſing on the occaſion, or return 
| | him thanks for-mercies received ; and ſo directed 
| around him to the Author and Giver of all good, 
1 And his labeur was not in vain in the Led he had 
| 
| 
| 
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mony anſwers to prayer; perſons were awakened 
and converted to God, by his inftramentalify; ſome 
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of whom have fallen aſleefs in Jeſus, and orgs are 
now on their way to glory... 4, 4 

We come now to the ęoncluding Gage of his 
bk uſeful: life. About three months before 
his death, he was attacked with violent, and threas 
tening ſymptoms of the diſorder. which terminated 
his, exiſtence in this world. In, the letter to Mr. 
Battinſon; which has already, been mentioned, he 
Veſcribes it as follows —*# I am at prteſent alittle 
better, but ſuch are the flaltering appearances 
which my complaint puts on, that I cannot yet 
have any great expectation of a perſe&-recovery. 
J have had a fever, which has attacked me very ir- 
regularly in the forenood and night, and ſometimes 
very ſeverely. The medical gentlemen whom I 
have conſulted, are now, Lithink, unanimouſly of 
opinion, that it is of the heclie kind, which kind 
always accompanies diſeaſes of the lungs.” And, 
as a man of renſem reflection, and experience, 
he adden, A little time, haweter, will mes, 
how eit will he with me: I intend uſing Every 
means hich men in repute can recommend: unto 
me, and, aſtętr ward leave the event?” Anderer- 
ſpecting chis happy frame of mind, and his conſy 
gence. oh obtaining a ſtate of ſuture bloſſodneſs, h 
days, “Singe my attack, I have in general ſgund my 
mind quite teſigned, aud have had an nhundaneb 
of peace atitimes... I am ſurrounded with mercies; 
Iack no manner of ching that is goad;:! Les 
caule lor eomplainipg.. I have not u doubt, if Hm 
to; go in this fickneſs, but that the Lord Will perſag 
N + is lacking in my ſoul, and fit me for bimſelſ. 
. C2 Sicknels, 
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Sickneſs, when accompanied by the Lord, greatly 
alters our views of things, and wonderfully ſhews 
us how deſective our attachments to the Lord, his 
cauſe and people, have been while we were in 
beatth. And this I have found to be done, by every 
tie ſeeming to be ſo much cloſer, my Father fo 
much desrer, his cauſe and people ſo much more 
my own in affedtion.“ The members of hig elaſs, 
and the ſocieties in the town end circuit, and his 


ancquaintance at Coln, prayed earneſtly to God for 
his recovery, if conſiſtent with the order of divine 


Providence: Of this he ſays, In this reſpect, 1 
am ſurely, of all men, moſt favoured; to ſee and 
hear of the numbers of Gods children who are daily 
pleading for me, it would ſoſten the hardeſt ng, 


and begei love in the coldeſt breaſt. 


On Sinday;\- Auguſt aöth, he was darein 
bleſt at the chaps], under the ſermon at noon, the 
ſubject of which was, blind Bartimeus' coming to 


Chriſt. His ſoul was melted into tendetnefs, glow- 


ed with divine love, and rapturous [praiſes and 
hearty and loud“ Amens”” poured. from his lips. 
The preacher, in one part of the ſermon, had a 
participation of his happineſs, and viewed him as 
being in an enviable fituation, going to God, an- 
gels, and glorified ſpirits ; and from that time 
believed be would not recover of his affliction. 
When the ſervice: was over, he ſaid to a friend, 
that he had not been ſo happy for Fears before. 
The power of the inviſible God was preſent with 


the afſembly; and Jeſus perſormed his miracles of 


grace. | 
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In this ſtate of holy reſignation, unſhaken conſfi- 
dence, and. triumphant joy in God, on Monday 
the zd of September he ſet out for, Liverpool, at- 
tended by Mrs. Aſpden and Miſs Nuttall, intend- 
ing to make a voyage to the Iſle of Mann, which 


a gentleman of great medical ſkill had warmly re- 


commended to him, as the laſt expedient in his 
caſe. But, alas] when he got to Liverpool, his 

weakneſs was ſo great, and his decline ſo rapid, 
that a phyſician, whom. he there conſulted, judged 
it very improper for him to proceed any farther, 
and urged him to return home immediately. From 
Liverpool he wrote to his brother in Blackburn, as 
follows: We got well here without any acci- 
dent, and I bore the journey better than I was 
likely at firſt; Reſpecting myſelf I cannot ſay 
much. My cough ſometimes 1s violent beyond de- 
ſcription, and my fever is increaſed moſt amaz- 
ingly, ſo that my nights are become reſtleſs. My 
dear mother -wiſhed me to write, as ſhe could 


road it herſelf; it would give me pleaſure to do ſo; 


but ſo weak is my head and trembling my hand, 
that it is with difficulty I write at all. Tell her not 


to be dejected, but truſt the Lord with me. The 


tie is near, bat he whoſe I am, and in whoſe care 
I daily dwell, will terminate mine affliction, that 


way, and at that time, which will moſt advance 


his glory, and be beſt for myſelf. Whilſt L helieve 


this without wavering, I enjoy uninterrupted 
peace. Remember us with our warmeſt affection 
to out dear family. My wife often talls of her 


little girls, and does not forget to commend them 
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to His care who can keep his own in faſety. May 
God preſide over the houſe, and ſaſely keep from 
harm all that are in it. Remember me to my elaſs: 

O the union of ſoul I feel juſt now wich them, 
and all my dear guides and brethren at Blackburn: 
the Lord preſerve them for ever in peace. I 
have a deal to ſay: my heari is ſoftened while 1 
write. I would ſay again, encourage my mother, 
leſt ſo unexpected a ſtroke ſhould injure her totter - 
ing frame. O! may Jeſus enable her to-caft her 
care upon' him; and may ſhe be bleſt with peace. 
Speak comfortably and frequently. to her. Give 
our duty to her. Our love to you all as though 
named: hkewiſe to the preachers. If you ſhould 
ſee brother, give him my beſt love. O! What is 
equal to the love of God. Farewell: and ſhould 
we meet again, may we be more meet for heaven.“ 
On Thurſday the 13th, he returned home with 
very great difficulty; and in conſequence of 'the 
fatigue of the journey, and the meditine he had 
taken to give him reſt and eaſe, while on it, he had 
a degree of ſtupor for two or three days; during 
which time he was a little diſturbed in his mind, 
but ſoon became calm and victorious. His domeſtic 
connections and religious friends, ſeeing his great 
debility, were much alarmed, and, with mexprefli. 
ble forrow, were forced to relinquiſh” the fond 
hope they 'had entertained of his recovery: and 
ſighing grief, penſive ſadneſs, vocal lamentation, 
and eyes aswatry fountains, ſucceeded in its place, 
and were viſible on every ſide. The houſt WAS M 
houſe of mourning! EY bey did not mourn. 
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for his fate, but their own irreparable loſs; for 
they viewed him as belonging to a better world, 
where he would ſoon ſhine-with reſplendent beauty 
and glory for ever. Amid this general diftreſs, he 
ſelt keenly for; thoſe he was leaving behind, yet 
was reſigned to the ſtroke of providence; and his 
placid looks and chearful countenance, were ex- 
preſſive of his confidence, his ſerenity, his conſola- 
tion, and his hope. He knew from experience 
and the word of God; that death could not hurt 
him, that it had loſt its deadly ſting, and was diſ- 
armed of its frightful terrors; nay, that it would, 
in drawing the curtain of mortality aſide, unvail 
the eternal world to his view, and open a paſſage 
for his ſoul to go to his redeeming God, and the 


ſociety of holy angels and glorified ſpirits, where 
he would enjoy the ſull fruition of his higheſt 


wiſhes, without interruption, diminution, or end. 
On Monday the 17th, one of his ſiſters, at parting 


with him, ſaid, “ Brother, have you any thing to 


ſay to me ? He anſwered, Have you any. thing, 


to ſay to me? She ſaid, Nothing more than I. 


wiſh you a happy change.” He replied, What will, 


my bappineſs or miſety avail you? Siſter, you 
muſt have Chriſt ſormed in you the hope of glory, 
or where Chriſt is you muſt never come. It will 
avail but little to be among the people of God, 
and to aſſume the form of godlineſs without the 


power, You muſt be born again, or were Godas. 


yon can nevet come: you muſt be born again. 
And when you have got this inward religion, it 
will make yow truly happy, and ſupport you under 


| aff Tn. trials hf difficulties in this world, and 
Rl | land 


: EE 


— 


— — — — a 
* — —— 95 * 
—— —— rome thaw 44, 1 . 

4 4 3 * = ” — — 

* V — 2 — — —_ tes. 4 a £ 8 — — — — — > ot — — — 

** * — * — a, Jy a Ay — 
* 
, - 


land you ſafe in heaven at laſt.” He ſpoke theſe 
words with remarkable energy and ſolemnity: 
and on Mrs. Aſpden's coming to him, and ſeeing 
him much fatigued thereby, he ſaid, as an apology 
for his great exertion, ( My OY the . of the 
Lord was upon me.“ 

On Tueſday, September the 181, be. . 
about ſeven o' cloek-praiſing God. He ſaid to Mrs. 


Aſpden, The Lord is very good, I feel him 


near.“ He expreſſed himſelf as having received a 
large foretaſte of future glory; and added, * Help 
me to pray and praiſe.“ When he got down ſtairs, 
his brother aſked him if he was happy. He an- 
ſwered, O yes; the Lord paſſes by indeed and 


bleſſes my ſoul: he came ſkipping over the moun- 


tains, What an amazing ſupport is it to the body 
as well as the mind! What ſhould I do now with- 


out religion? O bleſs the Lord!“ During the 
whole of the day, he was in the fame heavenly 


frame of mind; continually lifting up his heart to 
God in holy ejaculation and rapturous praiſe, and 
converſing freely and e with ante who 
called to ſee him. 

On the three ſucceeding days: he wa x in 5 the 


ſame ſpirit—praying and praiſing God. During 


this time, I had much ſerious converſation with him. 
He aſked me, what I thought were certain proofs 
of ſincere love to Jeſus Chriſt; and, aſter enume- 
rating ſeveral, he gave a ſmile of approbation, and 


f ggniſied that his experience was agreeable to them, 
He often ſaid, as a ſong of praiſe, confidence, and 


victory,“ My Joul doth magnify the Lord, and my ſpirit, 


4 doll repoice in G od my. Savigur.“ And I am in- 
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formed, it was on one of theſe days, that he ſaid to 
one of the members of his claſs, © Thoſe are bleſſed 
words of our Lord, Peace I leave with you, my fieace 
I give unto you : not as the world giveth, give I unte 
you.” He added, It is glory, it is all glory. And of hims 
ſelf he ſaid, * Having nothing, yet efſefſing all things! 
What a mercy, I ever knew any thing of God!“ 
At another time, a few cf his 'claſs coming to ſee 
him, he ſaid to Nanny Cutler's ſiſter, - „I ſhall ſoon 
ſee Nanny in heaven!“ - (a woman who was emi- 
nent for faith, prayer, | holineſs, and ' ufefulneſs.) 
And when they took their leave of him, he affec- 
tionately ſaid to them all, „Farewell, and pray 
that I your leader, and you my claſs, may all come 
up.“ And, at another time, after aſking his bro- 
ther the ſtate of his mind, he ſaid to him, r 
go on, the end of it will be heaven.“ 

On Saturday morning, the 22d,; „ 
ably happy i in God, and aſked the family to join in 
ſinging a hymn. They fixed upon, Lord, I be- 
lieve a reſt remains; &. He began the tune, 


and joined in ſinging, with great delight. Then he 


aſked! fot his favourite hymn, There is a land of 
pure delight, Se. And, both at ſinging and 
prayer, he repeatedly exclaimed, * Glory: be te 
God.“ When the meeting was concluded; he'ſaid; 
he had felt the preſence of the Lord very power- 
fully: and it was a we e e wo 
that were preſent. 
On Sunday, the 23d, in the een on Mr. 
Sagar s mentioning” Rochdale, :he* ſaid, “I. had 
once a glorious time there, when hearing Mr. Ben- 
f ſon preach from, Chrift in you the hope of glory : V bam 
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"we reach, warning every man, And teaching every man 
an all wiſdom; that coe may fireſent every n ferfe? "Int 
Chriſt Zeſus. When J got from my hotrfe at your 
door, O! how did my heart overflow with the love 
of God. Had I ſtrength of body, O! how could . 
preach it over to you now.” This: ſermon was 
preached at the opening of the large and conve- 
nient new chapel there. When Mr. Sagar parted 
with him, he took hold of his hand, and ſaid, © We 
ſhall meet no more, till we meet above.“ At night 
he ſaid, My heart is fue, O God, _ leart ts 2 rh 
Iwill fing and give firaiſe.” Os. 

And now arrived his laſt day on earth, esd 
Sept. 24, — though his friends thought he would 
continue ſeveral days. He was perfectly reſigned 
to the will of God, and rejoiced in hope of his 
glory. He knew that a real Chriſtian is born from 
abovp, heaven is bis native country, and d ying to 
him'is only going home About five o'clock in the 
aflernoon, on receiving a letter from a friend of his 
at Coln, he ſaid, „I have a Friend: eee an Ad- 
vocate before the throne of God.“ 
Between five and ſix o'clock; te and Mr. Ti- 
mothy Crowther had a converſation upon a ſubject 
on which they had not always thought alike, namely, 
the ſubject of our behaviour towards ſueh as have 
been overtalei in.a fault. Mr. Crowther, in a letter 
| to me, containing traits on Mr. Aſpden's character 
as a ſincere follower of Jeſus Chriſt. to which . 
| | have had recourſe: ſeverat times in writing this ſnort 
it memoir, ſays, | In , theſe things I have ſometimes * 
| _ rtr 8 too wo 18 he WP me a 
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little too lax. But on his death-bed, about five hours 
| before he departed, he, to me, ſeemed greatly 
changed on this head; moſt of what he ſaid, at this 
; time, being an exhortation to me, to be mereiful 
to poor backſliders; to bear with, pity, and labour. 
by every means to raiſe them up again. * Be 
merciful,” ſaid he, for this is like our heavenly 
Father. ”—Theſe words he ſeveral times repeated. 
About eight o'clock he altered much for the 
worſe. Mrs. Aſpden ſeeing this, kneeled, down at 
the ſide of the bed, and ſaid to him, My dear, 
do you know me?” He anſwered, .O yes; and 
after pauſing a little, ſaid, And I know I muſt 
die : and I know I love God : and I know I love 
Jeſus Chriſt : and I know I am going to glory.” 
He then talked a little about his funeral, and wiſh- 
ed it might be a private one. And ſeeing them all 
| much affected, he ſaid, 6 Now you young women, 
if you would but go to the ehapel, and lift up Tov | 
ſouls to God, that. would be the beſt.” 5 
x As. ſinging the praiſes ol God was a favourite, ex- 
erciſe with him, about ten o'clock we ſung ſeveral 
verſes of hymns. ſuitable to the ſolemn occaſion, and 
his ſoul was all praiſe and love. From the falneſs 
ol his heart he ſpake expreſsly of God's univerſal 
love to mankind. , It has often been remarked, that 
when perſons. are happy in God, they are ſaved 
from narrowneſs of ſoul, and proclaim. -Chriſt the 
uuxiperſal Saviour of men. Te have. an unctien from 
tie Hoy One, ſays St. John, and ge :hnow all things. 
his pentecoſtal fire, warms the cold breaſt, diſ- 
ſolves the adamantine heart, expands the contract - 
ed mind, and, by its aflimilating power, changes 
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a Lord. 


au poſſeſſor into a holy ſimilitude of Him, who i is 
loving knto every man, and whoſe | tender mercies are 
vver all his works. | 5 
A little before eleven o'clock, he ak bis re- 
markable effort, and it was in effect his laſt; in 
ſbewing the abſolute neceſſity of having our robes 
waſhed and made white' in the blood of the Lamb. 
This he urged with great exertion and uncommon 
pathos, and ſaid,” that thofe ſo waſhed, would be 
adinitted through the gates into the city of the New 
Jeruſalem; and, that the final neglect of this, 
would be attended with inevitable damnation. His 
whole truſt and confidence was in Chriſt to the 
Taft, and ke experimentally knew the efficacy of his 
blood to our ſalvation. © * 

After this, he repeatedly attempted to * 
but could only get out half ſentences, and fome- 


times only fingle words. And at laſt, he could not 


form words at all; the tongue, aſter ſeveral inef- 
ſectual efforts, loſt its power of articulation ; che 
flame of liſe glimmered i in its ſocket ; his pulſe flag- 
ged; ' the purple current ſtagnated; the beart 


refuſed to perform its office; and the vital functions 


ceaſed; and his happy ſpirit took its flight from 
theſe N 873 of mortality, to be forever with the 


F IN IS. 


2 um 
5 * 


